Hoopsters Rules
Divisions


Divisions are determined based on the age of the athlete.  There is a slight overlap in order to make sure that athletes play in the appropriate division.  There is the possibility that athletes would have to play in the Advanced division even if they are in the 1st grade (held back, started school late, etc.).  There is also the possibility that a 3rd grader is too old for Hoopsters and would have to try out for the 4th grade team in order to play with kids that are the same age.  All other youth sports operate in the same fashion and we appreciate your cooperation.


Beginners: This is for 5-7 year olds, generally K-1st grade, and it is meant to introduce the rules of the game.


Advanced: This is for 7-9 year olds, generally 2-3rd grade, and it is meant to improve skills and play within the rules of the game.

Rim Heights


Beginners Division will play with 8’ rims.


Advanced Division will play with 9’ rims.
Offensive Rules


-Travels: We will gradually call more and more travels as the weeks go on.  During January teams will get the ball back after a travel has been called.  Starting in February teams in the 2/3 grade will NOT get the ball back and travels will result in a turnover.


- Double Dribbles: We will gradually call more and more double dribbles as the weeks go on.  During January teams will get the ball back after a double dribble has been called.  Starting in February teams in the 2/3 grade will NOT get the ball back and double dribbles will result in a turnover.


- Boundary Lines:  The boundary lines will be strongly enforced from the very beginning.  If an athlete crosses or touches the line with the ball it will be a turnover.


- Ball Screens:  The use of any ball screens for the league is strictly prohibited.  Any ball screens will result in a turnover by that team and they will lose possession.  
Defensive Rules


-Wrist Bands*: Each team will be given a set of wrist bands to use during games.  Athletes are required to match up with an opposing player based on the wrist band that they are given.  Coaches need to help match up athletes appropriately between quarters.  Beginning in February we will no longer use wristbands for the 2/3 league, but the double team rules are still in effect.  

-Double Teams*: Athletes are prohibited from double teaming any offensive player.  They are required to stay with their wrist band.  

*In fast break situations or when a ball carrier is in the lane the wristband rule will not be enforced.  The double team rule in these situations will only be called if they are trapping the basketball near the basket.  We want to encourage athletes to stop the other team from scoring, and to protect the basket.  Therefore they are allowed to help on someone else’s man if it is near the rim.


-Full Court Press: Defenses are not allowed to pick up their man until after they cross half court.  Coaches are encouraged to emphasize this rule in practice.

Other Rules


-Quarters:  There will be 4 quarters of 6 minutes each with a running clock.  During the last minute the clock will stop.


-Fouls: If a player is fouled they are awarded the ball at the top of the key.  We will not shoot free throws on shooting fouls.  If it appears that one team is abusing this rule we will award free throws to a fouled shooter.  


-Substitutions: We will substitute players in and out between quarters.  Coaches need to make sure that everyone plays the same amount from week to week.  We will be using a substitution sheet that I would like each coach to fill out before each game to make sure that everyone is playing an equal amount.

-Time-outs: Each team has 1 time-out that they can use per game.


-Over Time: In the case of a tie at the end of regulation there will not be an overtime period played.  The game will end in a tie.


-Score:  In case the score gets out of hand the score will no longer be kept on the score board.  Someone at the scores table will keep the score on paper.  Please inform all parents of this so that they understand why points are not being added to the scoreboard.

** The officials reserve the right to remove any player from the court that is becoming a distraction to the game.  We will not tolerate any players talking back to the officials, talking back to the coach, or demonstrating unsportsmanlike conduct.  
Notice to Parents and Coaches
I would like to remind everyone that Blanchester Local Schools and the staff at Putman Elementary is allowing us to use their facilities for practice and for games.  It is very important that EVERYONE remains in the gymnasium during practices and games.  The restroom facilities will be unlocked and available, but it is the only reason to leave the gymnasium.  The hallway is not meant for teams to warm up in, and we ask that you monitor your children so that they do not play in the hallways.  We also ask that you help out by not allowing your children to bring any extra basketballs, football, etc during games.  We appreciate all of your help in these matters, and we hope to have another great year! 
